7HE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

exactions and shameless subservience to France of the
papal court at Avignonm; and the infant democracy of
industry and intelligence represented by the cities and
by the English Franciscan Occam, supported Lewis IV
in his conflict with John XXII, till even the princes who
had risen by the help of the Pope were obliged to oppose
him. In_their famous meeting at Rhense in 1338, the
electors of the Empire formally declared that the imperial
dignity was derived from God alone, that it was by their
choice that the sovereign obtained his right to the title of
King and Emperor, and that in consequence he did not
need to be approved or confirmed by the Apostolic chair.
The Diet held at Frankfort in the same year confirmed
this declaration, and even asserted the lawfulness of his
assuming the imperial title before coronation by the
Pope. The same sentiment dictated the reforms of Con-
stance, but the imperial power which might have floated
onwards and higher on the turning tide of popular opinion
lacked men equal to the occasion: the Hapsburg
Frederick the Third, timid and superstitious, abased him-
self before the Romish court, and his house has generally
adhered to the alliance then struck.

m Avignon was not yet in the
territory of France: it lay within
the bounds of the kingdom of
Aries. But the French power was
nearer than that of the Empeior;

and pontiffs many of them French
by extraction sympathized, as was
natural, with princes of their own
race.